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Bloodlines incorrectly 

connected to access 

 

  

 

Sub-Optimal Hemodialysis 

Adequacy Outcomes 

Access-related 

Staff-related  

Prescription-related

  

Equipment-related 

Patient-related Policy-related 

Immature AVF 

with low BFR 

 

Inability to achieve 

adequate BFR due to low 

blood flow through 

malfunctioning access 

Catheter access 

with inadequate 

blood flow rate 

   Treatment 

length too short 

     Dialyzer     

      too small 

 

Access re-circulation 

Machine in need of 

calibration—delivered 

BFR and/or DFR not as 

machine readings 

indicate 

Unable to achieve 

high dialysate flow   

rates with older 

machines 

Lack of knowledge/ failure to 

follow lab draw procedure for 

URR 

Lack of designated 

Vascular Access 

Coordinator 

Inadequate CQI 

program/follow-up of 

patients not meeting goal 

Lack of P & P for 

vascular access 

monitoring 

Skipped or shortened 

treatment times 

Failure to keep access 

intervention 

appointments 

Insistent on catheter 

access—Refuses 

internal access 

Blood flow rate too 

low/needles too small for 

adequate BFR 

Treatment length frequently  

shortened by staff  

Inexperienced cannulators 

leading to infiltrations 

/access complications 

Failure to follow P & P —access 

monitoring/access intervention/ 

treatment parameters/physician 

notification of complications 

Failure to ensure treatment is 

delivered as ordered 


